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and of a clumsy coercion secretly engineered by
Puritans which leads to nothing but the oppression
of the poor and the blackmail of the rich.

Liberty and the Family. The argument of this
chapter was to show how the collectivist contempt
for human personality found expression in the com-
plete disregard of human ties so far as the families
of the poor were concerned, especially in regard to
schemes of education and of taking away the
children from their parents. The whole existence
of the family as a social unit depends to-day on our
obtaining a liberty which does not in fact exist.
Catholic writers maintain, not without reason, that
the medieval Church put an end to slavery by insist-
ing on the recognition by the master of the serf's
family ties, but there is to-day no sanction of that
kind at work among modern communities. The
denial of divorce to the poor would not so much
matter if it were not aggravated by the bureaucratic
inquisition into the affairs of the poor; but the
denial to children of legitimation either by subse-
quent marriage or by a proper system of adoption,
and the absence of any proper security for the main-
tenance of wives and children all tend to the dis-
integration of the family, and that process is going
on before our eyes to-day. There is, from this point
of view, a grim irony in Hobhouse's description of
the free individual " breaking the shell of the older
groupings as he comes into direct relations with the
State as a whole.55 We have, in short, lost the
freedom of the Catholic tradition and preserved
only its taboos, which again have been intolerably
perverted by Calvin and his Puritan successors.